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day. With Portugal came missionaries of the Roman
Church, which now numbers nearly two millions of
adherents, most of whom are in South India.

The Coming of the British

Then came the English. In 1599 Queen Elizabeth's
ambassador, Sir John Mildenhall, stood before the throne
of the Emperor Akbar the Great. He came to ask for
- privileges for the English East India Company, recently
formed for the purpose of trade with the East. Imagi-
nation pictures the brilliant scene in the magnificent
sandstone and marble halls of Agra as the be-ruffled
representative of our Tudor Queen advanced, doffing
his plumed cap as he bowed his way between lines of
turbaned courtiers to the throne of the mighty Akbar.

As years passed, the East India Company began to
jgtcquire territorial possessions. A piece of land where
Madras now stands was purchased from a local raja in
1639, Bombay was given to Charles II as part of the
dowry of his Portuguese bride in 1661, and the site of
Calcutta was purchased in 1700. After a long struggle
with the Portuguese, the Dutch, and the French,
the English Company overcame its European rivals
and became master of the situation. Throughout the
eighteenth century India was in a state of chaos; and
in order to secure its position, the Company found it
expedient to annex territory on a large scale by taking
over the possessions of such princes as it was deemed
necessary to depose.

At last, in 1798, Governor-General Wellesley deter-
mined to establish British supremacy throughout the
length and breadth of India, believing that nothing else
could ensure the peace of the country. His policy was